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Germany Declares War; I

Mighty Conflict Now On I
St. Petersburg, Aug. 1. The German emperor in the name of his government, sent to the Russian minister of foreign affairs at 7 :30 o'clock a declaration of war. I

1 Berlin, Aug. 1. Emperor WiDiam signed an order mobilizing the German army at 5:15 o'clock this evening. II
London,, Aug. 1. A despatch received by the Reuter Telegraph Agency from Berlin says that a general mobilization of the German army was ordered this evening. I

MOBILIZATION ON IN FRANCE
Sudden Cessatio nof Telegraphic and Telephonic Communica-

tion Casts Aminous Gloom Over All European Countries
Concerned in Quarrel Active Preparations for

War Proceeding-Ultimatum- s Sent By
Germany Expired at Noon.

WHEREABOUTS OF BRITISH AND

GERMAN FLEETS A MYSTERY

Bank of England and All Great Continental Banks Raise Dis-

count Rates to Highest Level Ever Reached Italy, Nor-

way and Sweden Proclaim Neutrality All Exports
Forbidden Strict Censorship Established to

Prevent Leakage of Any Military
Information.

Athens, Greece, Aug. I . Austrian monitors on the
Danube this morning renewed the bombardment of Belgrade
and its surroundings, according to a telegram from Nish,
Servia.

London, Aug. 1
. A Central News despatch from Paris

says by common agreement the limit of Germany's ultimatum
to France has been extended for 48 hours, until noon Monday.

B

Paris, Aug. 1
. An official decree orders a general

mobilization of the French army beginning tomorrow.

Paris, Aug. I. Despatches from Rome say that Italy
formally notified the German ambassador there this evening
that she will remain neutral.

I
London, Aug. I The Central News says the British

foreign office this evening received an unofficial message to
the effect that German mobilization had been ordered.

Ultimatums were sent today by Germany to France and
Russia. Russia was ordered b' Emperor to stop mobilization
within twelve hours, expiring, at noon, while France was given
18 hours to declare her attitude in certain contingencies.

Italy probably will remain neutral, as she regards the
campaign of her allies, Germany and Austria, as an aggressive
war in which case she is not called on to intervene.

King George made a final effort today to maintain peace
by telegraphing to Emperor Nicholas of Russia.

The bank of England discount rate went up to 1 0 pei
cent today the highest level it has ever reached. Continental
banks also raised their rates.

France was reported to have ordered general mobilization
of her forces, as the prospects of peace are thought hopeless.

Strict censorship in European countries kept back news
of military movements.

Communication by telephone between France and Eng-
land is interrupted, the governments being desirious of pre-- L

venting leakages of information.
Japan will net intervene unless British interests in the

fa far east are endangered.
The German ambassador was reported to have left St.

Petersburg.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 1
. Martial war was declared to-

night in St. Petersburg and the suburbs of the capital.

Paris, Aug. 1
. The mobilization of the French army, ac

cording to the official decree is to be completed at I 1 .50 o'clock
Sunday night.

ENCOURAGING REPORTS MADE.
London, Aug. 1

. A despatch received by the Central
News from St. Petersburg tonight says that Emperor Nicholas
received Count Von Pourtales, German ambassador to Russia
in a long conference today. As a result of the meeting, re-

ports were circulated in the capital that the general situation
has improved.

WAR CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE.
Paris, Aug 1

. The decree of mobilization of the French
army has not terminated diplomatic relations between France
and Germany. Conversations between the powers, notably
between Russia an Austria and between France and Germany
continued this evening.

!' ''With nightfall in Europe came
k a sudden cessation of telegra- - ,'

L' phic communications direct
from the European countries Jl

jl concerned in the quarrel which ij

appears to have reached the ji

Jl verge of a general war. iM

In London a strict censorship U
jl over news dispatches telling of

L military movements of all kinds U
k has been instituted.

An official decree orders a
j general mobilization of the Ji

'ji French army beginning tomor- - ijj
i row. ji

!i No definite information as to ij

ji1 whether German mobilization ',

jl has started has been permitted ,'j
j1 to come through and the 'jj

,'j phonic communication has been
ji cut between Germany and ijl
'j France and between the conti- -

Iji nent and England to prevent ij

jij leakage of this information.
S The whereabouts of the Brit- -

V ish and German fleets are like- -

'j wise a mystery to all except the j1

jl governments concerned. 'j

London, Aug 1. King George, in
a final effort to prevent the outbreak
of a general European war, and the
meeting of millions of men in armed
conflict, tday at the eleventh hour,
sent a dispatch to Emperor Nicholas
of Russia, and his message was known
to contain an ultimate appeal for the
presenation of peace. His Majesty's
action was taken after an audience
with Premier Asquith at 2 o'clock
this morning when the war clouds
were blackest.

At the same time from Romp came
the news published In the Messagoro.
that Italy had decided to remain neut-
ral unless attacked. "While this infor-
mation was not confirmed, it was
said in offic ial circles to have "caused
no surprise."

Italy to Remain Neutral.
At the Italian embassy In London

the belief was expressed that should
Italy remain neutral with the possl-pilit-

left opon of her turning against
iier allies, (Jormany and Austria-Hun-parv- ,

the latter nation would be re-

luctant to embark on a general Euro-
pean war.

On the other hand, the fact stood
out that Germany had taken a very
firm attitude and had asked Russia
to suspend the mobilization of her
forces within a time limit of twelve
hours, expiring at noon today She
also had asked France to define with-
in eighteen hours the attitude she
would assume in case of a war by
Germany and Austria against Russia

It was pointed out in authoritative
circles that France's attitude could
only be that under the terms of her
treaty with Russia she would be com
pelled to intervene.

Germans Are Uneasy
German circles today showed con-

siderable uneasiness all over the
world The German forces In China
were being concentrated at Tsing
Tau, the German consul-gener- left
his post at Cape Town, and German
merchant ships were ordered to seek
neutral ports In regard to the far
east, the Japanese ambassador in Lon-
don said today that as long as the
warships belonging to the nations
composing the Triple Alliance remain-6-

at Tslng Tau, Japan would take no
action against them, but should they
attack British interests, or should
Tsing Tau be attacked, a situation
Tould arise which would be dealt with
by Japan in the spirit of the Anglo-Japanes-

alliance.
At the German embassy reference

was made to German mention of

French neutrality in her note to the
French government, and it was said
that this seemed t.. impjy that France
herself would not be attacked by
Germany.

Telephonic cotUTt.un7criti.rn' between
London and Paril was interrupted to-
day, the respect i4e governments hav-
ing taken over the service In order
to prevent the leakage of news Com-
munication between Paris and Brus-
sels was similarly interrupted.

Bank Rate Highest Since 1857.
In regard to the financial situation,

the Bank of England, which was again
called on to supply an unprecedented
amount of cold, raised Its rate today
to ten per cent, which is higher than
it had been since the Indian mutiny
in 1857. The next highest point was
9 per cent In 1873.

The Bank of England printers, who
work on the premises, are engaged
night and day in turning out new
notes, as the bank has arranged tj
issue bills to the maximum extent Its
machinery and its charter permit,
with a view to conserving its gold
reserve.

Many Americans still insist on ob-
taining passports from the United
States embassy, mainly for Germany
and France, in spite of warnings that
the chance-- for obtaining transporta-
tion are infinitely small. They de-
clare their reason to be. in most cases,
to get members of their families out
of these countries, but some of them
say they have important business to
transact.

The Westminster Gazette says the
Austro-Hungaria- government yester-
day sent a communication to St. Pet-
ersburg, declaring that Austria-Hungar-

had no intention of annexing
Servia. extinguishing the sovereignty
of Servia or reannexlng the SanjA
(province) of Novlpazar.

King George Sends Message
King George has sent an urgent

message to the Russian emperor in
an effort to avert war.

The censor drew a xW over what
developments might have been the
result of the German ultimatum to
Russia and to France, and of King
George's intervention with the emper-
or of Russia.

The latest message to reach here
from Berlin was an official notifica-
tion that Germany's ultimatum to
Russia expired at noon

Russian Measures Precautionary.
The Russian embassy in London

this evening pointed out the difficul-
ty created for Russia by Germany's
ultimatum An official said Russia
had nothing against Germany and
had merely taken precautionary meas-
ures on the Austrian frontier.

He added that in spite of the grav-
ity of the situation, "conversations'
continued both at Vienna and St. Pe-

tersburg, and that Sergius Sazonoff.
the Russian premier, had declared he
was prepared to go to the uttermost
limits to prevent war,

LondofT. Aug. 1. The Westminister
Gazette today published the text of an
interesting telegram from the German
imperial chancellor to the German
ambassador at Vienna, sent after the
receipt of a message from St. Peters-bur- n

saying Austria-Hunpar- y bad de-

clined Russia's request to enter Into
direct negotiations The message,
dated July .'!0, says

'The report of Count Von Pourtales.
the German ambassador at St. Peters-
burg, does not harmonize with the ac-

count your excellency has given of
the attitude of the Austro Hungarian
government. Apparently there js a
misunderstanding, which I beg you to
clear up.

"We cannot expect Austria-Hungar-

to negotiate with Servia, with whom
she Is in a state of war. The refusal,
however, to exchange views with St.
Petersburg would be a grave mistake.

"We are ready indeed to fulfill our
duty as ally. We must however, re-
fuse to be drawn into a world confla-
gration owing to Austria Hungary not
respecting our advice Your excel-
lency will express this to Count Von
Berchtold, Austro-Hungaria- foreign
minister, with all emphasis and great
seriousness."

(Signed) "Von Bethmann-Hollweg.-

Admits Misunderstanding.
In reply to this communication.

Count Von Berchtold. told the German
ambassador that there was in fact a
misunderstanding and that the Aus-t-

Hungarian ambassador at St. Pet-
ersburg had been instructed already
to begin negotiations with Sergius
Sazanoff, the Russian foreign min-
ister.

A statement given by the German
foreien office to the correspondent
concludes

"These negotiations, as well as the
intermediate action of the German
government, were ended by mobilizn
tion of oil arms of Russia on sea and
on land "

The declaration of the foreign of-
fice was admittedly given, according
to the correspondent, "in the hope of
yet preventing a world war and as an
alternative of justifying Germany's
position to England, whose friendship
she still desires."

Swiss Parliament Called.
Berne, Switzerland. Aug. 1. The

Swiss federal parliament has teen
summoned to meet on Monday to
consider measures to safeguard the
independence of Switzerland and to
appoint a commander-in-chie- f of the
army of 175,000 men called to colors
by a mobilization order.

The house also will deal with a
measure for the issue of five franc-notes-

All Wires Cut.
New York, Aug. 1 The French Tel-

egraph Cable company announced to-
day there was little likelihood of mes-
sages for Germany reaching their des-
tination over its lines as all telegraph
wires with Germany had been cut.
Messages to German points were ac-

cepted at the sender's risk

Prayers for Peace.
'New York, Aug. 1 Thirty million

members of the World's Sunday
School association, scattered through-
out the world, have been called on to
pray tomorrow for peace. The call
for the peace prayers was issued to-

day by Sir Robert Laidlaw, president
of the association.

Norway Is Neutral.
Christiana, Aug. 1 government

decree issued today declares the com-
plete neutrality of Norway.

Sweden Announces Neutrality.
Stockholm, Sweden, Aug 1. The

Swedish government today Issued an
official notification of its strict neu-
trality in the European conflict.

German Attitude Explained.
Berlin, Aug. 1 An official commu-

nication published today In the North
German Gazette says the Russian em-

peror, on July 29, telegraphed to Em-
peror William, urgently requesting
him to help In averting the misfor-
tune of a European war, and to try
to restrain his ally. Austria-Hungary'- ,

from going too far.
Emperor William replied that he

would willingly tak.e up the task of
mediator and accordingly diplomatic
action was initiated in Vienna.

While this was in progress, the
news that Rust-l- was mobilizing
reached Berlin and Emperor William
telegraphed to the emperor of Russia
that his role as mediator was being
endangered, if not made impossible

Emperor Forced to Act.
The communication adds that a de-

cision was to have been taken in

Vienna today in regard to the media
tion proposals in which Great Britain
had joined Germany, but that mean-
while Russia had ordered the full
mobilization of her forces. Upon this
Emperor William addressed a last
telegram to Emperor Nicholas, em-

phatically declaring that his own re-

sponsibility for the satety of the Ger-
man empire had forced him to take
defensive measures.

The German imperial chancellor to-

day addressed a huge procession of
demonstrators from the window of
his official residence making a stir-
ring speech He said:

'At this serious hour. In order to
give expression to your feelings for
your father land, you have come to
the house of Bismarck, who with Km-pero- r

V."' Ilium The Great, and Field
Marshal Von Moltke. welded the Ger-
man empire for us.

"We wished to go on living in peace
(Continued on Page 7)
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE MISSION I
GRANTS FIVE PER CENT INCREASE I
Noted Rate Decision Is Made by Unanimous Vote Rate Be- -

tween Buffalo and Mississippi Is Allowed AH Increases ' H
East of Pittsburg and Buffalo Denied No In- - M

creases Allowed on Lake and Rail Rates. Ijl

CLASS RATES IN CENTRAL TERRITORY RAISED I
wCommodity Rates Get Like Advance, Excepting Coal, Coke, Eg

Brick, Tile, Clay, Starch, Cement, Iron Ore and Plaster PS
52 Eastern Railroads Affected by Decision Which kfe

Has Occupied Months to Investigate and H&
Bring to Conclusion. Eh

Washington, Aug. 1. Five per cent
rate increase between Buffalo and the
Mississippi river were granted today
by the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion In "an wrui nhnous Heeision .in .the
eastern advance rate case

All increases east of Pittsburg and
Buffalo were denied.

No increases were granted on lake
and rail rates. All class rates within
the central freight association terri-
tory were advanced 5 per cent. Com-
modity rates got a like advance ex-- j

cepting coal. coke, brick tile, clay,
starch, cement. Iron ore and plaster.

Commissioners McChord and Dan-
iels at the last moment, gave a dis-

senting opinion
The new rates are expected to in-

crease the incomes of the railroads
approximately one and one-hal- f peri
cent. All the princ ipal east and west
systems will benefit by the increases
as their lines traverse the territory
affected.

The commission held the income of
the railroads was smillr than is de-

manded in public interest but that no
showing had been made warranting
a general increase in rates.

The commodities upon which no
advances were allowed compose ap-

proximately 35 per cent of the total
volume of traffic in the central ter-
ritory

The commission suggested advances
in passenger fares and elimination oil
costly free services to shippers and
practically all free passes and great-
er efficiency In personnel and equip-
ment.

Condemning what Is characterized
as a propaganda to Influence its de-

cision, the commission said:
"There can be no doubt that this

clamor and outcry have tended to
mislead the public and have serious-
ly aggravated the present commer-
cial depression "

Washington, Aug 1, It was an-

nounced today at the interstate com-
merce commission that "every effort
would be made to publish the deci-
sion in the eastern advance freluht
case at or after H p m. today

The announcement, signed by the
secretary of the commission, was
posted at the general offices and it
was said it would stand, for the day.
Anticipating attempts to forecast the
decision, officials said any reports
purporting to give the commissions
conclusions in the noted case, would
be wholly unauthorized and specula-
tive.

Decision Effects Whole Country.
The decision, affecting fifty-tw-

railroad systems east of the Missis-
sippi and north of the Potomac and
Ohio rivers. In what is designated of
flclal classification territory, has
been under consideration several
months. The railroads have asked
the increase solely on the grouud
that their revenues have become in-

sufficient to meet the increased cost
of wages and other expenses. Oppo-

sition to the increase has been con-

ducted on the ground that the rail-

roads would have sufficient, revenue
without increasing charges to tM
public by conserving their revenue,
with greater efficiency and eliminat-
ing free services to large shippers.

Colncldentally two questions of

great moment to the railroad and fi

uaucial world were awaiting deci-

sion here this afternoon. Arrange-
ments had been made for President
Wilson to confer at 2 p ni , with the
managers of 9S western railroads
threatened with 8 strike of 55,000
englnemen and firpmen nt 3 p. m..
the Interstate commerce commission
and decision in fV rate case was x

pected and at 5 p. m. uic president

sHwas to confer with representatives iKaj
of the men employed on the western KS
roads. B

Railroad, officials and represent- -

the, men pointed out that the
railroads threatened with the strike I?
were almost entirely apart from I
those affected by the rate decision.
which applies to railroad? in easter; I
territory.

Freght Rate Increase. L

Washington. Aug. 1. Freight rate i
Increases on packing house products
from Cedar Rapids and other Iowa t
points to St Paul and Minneapolis
were sustained today by the Inter- -

state Commerce commission.

SHIPPING BILL I
TO I PRESSED I

President and Leaders Will I

Urge Passage of Emergency
Measure Monday.

HASTY ACTION FEARED

American Steamship Associa- - I

tion Disturbed Over News
Harm May Come to I

Merchant Marine. j

Washington. Aug 1 President I
Wilson and congress leaders agreed I

today on a bill to modify and 3mend

the Panama canal law to permit for- -

e!gn ships to take American registry t

in the European crisis It will be I

pressed for passage Monday. I

New York, Aug 1. Officials of the
American steamship association, com- -

j

posed of various coastwise lines, are
disturbed by the new6 from Washing
ton that a movement was on foot
there to present an emergency mes-

sage to congress which would enable I

the large trans-Atlanti- c steamships to
obtain American register. f

H. B. Raymond, president of the
association, said that he feared any
hasty action by congress, might per- - L

manent injure the American merchant
marine f

"At the present time, under the
Panama act of 1912,65 Mr Raymond
said In a formal statement, "any for- - I

oign built ship which at the timo of I
its application for admittance to the I

American register Is not more than
five vears old can become an Amer-- I
clna vessel. Its officers must be
American citizens, however, and it
can enter into all trades except the
coastwise trade. Only American ships I
can enter the coastwise trade. I

"The association fears that unless
congress uses the proper deliberation, g
in changing any measure to cover the Wfi

threatened European wars, a blow at K I
American shipping may be struck. For
Instance, the legislative body of the jfr

nation must be careful in revising any
m m

marine exchange to seff' that no error ft I
occurs bv which these foreign yessols
are allowed in the coastwise trade" f

WILSON SIGNS SUNDRY BILL.
Washington, Aug. 1. President

Wilson today signed the sundry civil t

and Indian appropriation bills. 1


